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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 
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7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Art Unit: 1794 

Claims 1, 2, 4 & 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 is confusing and would be clearer if "that" was deleted from 
line 2. It is unclear in lines 3-4 as to what is included by the "conventional 
methods" and "subsidiary materials" and an amendment to the claim 
clarifying this issue would overcome the rejection. 

Claim 2 refers to a total weight and it is unclear as to what is included 
in the total weight. An amendment to the claim clarifying this issue would 
overcome the rejection. 

Claim 4 refers to a process but the claim is a product. An 
amendment to the claim inserting "making" after -the process of- in line 4, 
would overcome the rejection. Claim 9 refers to a weight ratio of 
supplement and it is unclear as to that the supplement is in ratio with. 
Claim 10 is a method of making an animal meat sausage but the steps are 
"characterized". An amendment to the claim changing "characterized" to 
"comprising" would overcome the rejection. The recitation of "adding the 
supplement in light of different taste" is confusing. Does applicant mean 
seasoning to taste? 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 

basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this 
title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter 
pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which 
the invention was made. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sugino (4,362,752) as further evidenced by Castro 
(4,859,478). 

Sugino discloses example 4 wherein dried squid is reconstituted with 
water and treated in 2 separate groups to form an edible fibrous material of 
three-dimensional reticulate structure. Then the squid material was 
combined with fish meat paste, kneaded to a sheet of 10mm in thickness 
and steamed to form a product that was cut into shrimp shaped pieces. 
The claims appear to differ in Sugino in the recitation of the use of squid as 
a binding agent. Castro is relied upon to teach that the surface protein of 
squid has high cohesion (abstract). One of ordinary skill in the art would 
expect from the reading of Castro that the squid of Sugino has good 
binding ability from the description of the extent of cohesion in Castro. 
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Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to expect 
the cephalopod of Sugino to bind the fish meat. It is appreciated that 
sausage is not mentioned but one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been able to cut the fish pieces into a sausage shape instead of a shrimp 
shape. It is appreciated that all of the steps of processing the fish are not 
mentioned but processing fish is a well-known expedient and does not 
alone constitute unobviousness. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Carolyn A Paden whose telephone 
number is (571 ) 272-1403. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday to Friday from 7 am to 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Milton Cano, can be reached by dialing 571-272- 
1398. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
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available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Carolyn Paden/ 
Primary Examiner 1794 



